






“A Church Reforming to 
Reach the Lost for Christ”



 1859:  Thomas 
Austin – Barwon 
Park, Geelong

 1953:  up to 1 billion

 2009:  100 million
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 Rabbit population:  100,000,000 +
 Australian population:  22,370,000 +
 Growth:  1,500,000 every 3 years
 2020:  27-30 million +
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To enable local churches to expand numerically, equip 
and nurture their members, and become the 
mother-churches of as many fellowships and 

congregations as possible; and also to take further 
initiatives to create fellowships by penetrating 

structures of society with the gospel.



“To enable local churches to 
expand numerically, equip 

and nurture their members, 
and become the mother-

churches of as many 
fellowships and 

congregations as 
possible....”



 “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth 
and subdue it.” (Genesis 1:28)

 “Go and make disciples of all nations.”                                                 
(Matthew 28:19)

“When we live this out, 
we glorify our Lord.” 



all the various parts that make the CRCA,

working and growing, with creativity and energy,

toward the one goal of reaching the lost for Christ!



 “Church growth is the natural  result of church 
health.”  (Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven 
Church, 49)



 Mark 4:1-20



 Mark 4:21-25



 Mark 4:30-34



 Mark 4:26-29



 “The kingdom of God is like a farmer who casts 
seed upon the ground; and goes to bed at night 
and gets up by day, and the seed sprouts up and 
grows - how, he himself does not know. The 
earth produces crops all by itself; first the blade, 
then the head and then the mature grain in the 
head.” (Mark 4:26-28)



A pot plant
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Pure Preaching of the 
Gospel

Pure Administration of the 
Sacraments

Practises Church 
Discipline





Fellowship

Discipleship

Worship

Ministry

Evangelism 



 Expositional Preaching
 Biblical Theology

 Biblical Understanding of the Good News
 Biblical Understanding of Conversion
 Biblical Understanding of Evangelism
 Biblical Understanding of Membership

 Biblical Church Discipline
 Promotion of Christian Discipleship and Growth

 Biblical Understanding of Leadership



Loving Relationships

Need-oriented Evangelism

Holistic Small Groups

Inspiring Worship Service

Core Growth 
Values

Empowering Leadership

Gift-oriented Ministry

Passionate Spirituality

Functional Structures

Empowering

Gift-oriented

Passionate

Functional

Inspiring

Holistic

Need-oriented

Loving

The key

Growing and 
declining churches 
vary significantly in

8 quality areas

The adjectives
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Along with increased growth rates and other positive outcomes, churches with higher 

health...

- Provide a healthier environment in which people can grow toward God and each other

- Connect with their community in increasingly natural ways

- Have a greater proportion of conversion growth compared to transfer growth

- Experience more manageable workloads amongst the leaders and lay workers

Natural Church Development 

- Starting with our current combined adult and child worship service attendance.

- Based on the relationship between NCD averages and growth rates of more than 50 000 churches worldwide analysed between 









Insanity is doing the same thing 
over and over again and 

expecting different results.
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 To call upon God for 
such an outpouring 
of his Spirit that his 
people will be 
assured of his love 
through his Word, 
seek to please the 
Saviour in all things, 
manifest the godly 
life and be filled with 
prayerful and 
sacrificial 
compassion for the 
lost in all the world.





 To multiply the 
number of well-trained 
persons (ordained, 
non-ordained, full 
time, part time, 
voluntary) lovingly 
dedicated to the 
creation and 
development of such 
fellowships and 
congregations by 
proclaiming the 
gospel.





 To reform continually 
the life of the 
denomination 
(including our church 
ethos, customs, 
church order, use of 
resources, 
denominational 
committees, support 
staff and agencies) to 
encourage and enable 
the fulfilment of the 
fundamental aim.








